Questions from Dalkeith community meeting 13 May 2026
Proposed works for the permanent pipeline
Q - You mentioned a new pipeline along Bruce Gardens. How far along Bruce Gardens will it extend?
The pipeline will take a straight route from Woodburn Court, under the roadway of Lauder Road and pass through Bruce gardens at the junction with Waterfall Walk into the green space behind. A map of the pipeline can be found on slide 9 of the presentation shared at the community meeting. 
Q - The pipeline is planned to go under the car park at Bruce Gardens. Can you explain why this location was chosen?
This is the most direct route into Waterfall Park while minimising disruption to underground services and residents. It is also the least complex option from a construction point of view.  
Q - How old is the shaft located at Woodburn Court, where the pump is?
While we cannot confirm the exact age of the air shaft (reference 333666-001), we know it has been there for a very long time. It appears on an abandonment plan for Newbattle Colliery dated 1864, so it has certainly been in place for more than 160 years. It is also shown on historical Ordnance Survey maps from 1894, 1907 and 1914

Q - Will the pipeline still be needed, regardless of the other work at the treatment site being done?
Yes as we don’t yet know if an alternative permanent solution would be feasible. 
Q - Will you have to close Newmills Road and Lauder Road as part of this work?  
No, we have carefully considered the least disruptive option for the community and we do not expect Newmills Road or Lauder Road to close as part of these works. We may need some temporary traffic management while investigations are carried out, but we will let the community know in advance if this is needed.
Q – Residents on Newmills Road are having difficulty receiving deliveries, parcels and shopping. What can be done to improve access during this work?
We are sorry for any disruption caused. Our Community Liaison Officer, Sarah McDaid, is working closely with the residents most directly affected and will continue to keep them informed and support them with any access issues during the works. 
Q - Will it be 7 days a week construction site? 
No. Our team on site will be working Monday- Friday. 
Q - You said you can’t extend the ramps for the pipe to go at each junction but they’re at your site? Is there any way you lower the fence so that it is clearer to see traffic when approaching the junction from? 
The ramps at the main treatment site are the same standard size as those at the junction on James Lean Avenue and Woodburn Road. We are currently investigating to see if there are any safe options to lower sections of the fence to improve visibility at the junction and will update more on this in the coming weeks. 
Q - Will the pipeline works involve a lot of digging and how much disruption should residents expect?
Most of the pipeline will be installed using directional drilling, which means there will be much less digging in those areas and less disruption for residents. More traditional excavation will be needed in parts of the park, but we will plan the work carefully to keep disruption to a minimum wherever possible.

Mine water treatment site
Q - This mine water treatment scheme is designed to address pollution from Bilston Glen Colliery, but there is more than one colliery in this area. As all of these collieries contribute waste to the River South Esk, will this scheme treat pollution from all of them?
All of the underground mine workings in this area are interconnected and we monitor the rising mine water levels within them. The water discharging at the old Fordell Tunnel comes from the main connected workings, so the treatment scheme is designed to address mine water from that wider underground system, not just a single colliery.
Q - Why have we waited all this time for the mine water treatment scheme to be installed? 
We needed the certainty that the mine water would discharge at the old Fordell tunnel, this was in agreement with SEPA. Please see our webpage for more details on the mine water treatment scheme.
Q - Once the mine water reaches the treatment plant, how will it be cleaned, and what will happen to the ochre produced during the treatment process?
The mine water will be cleaned through a treatment process that removes iron from the water before it is safely released. As part of this process, a natural by-product called ochre is produced. This material will be collected and managed safely as part of the ongoing operation of the treatment scheme. Please see our webpage for more details on the mine water treatment scheme.
Q - You mentioned that the obstruction in the Fordell Tunnel may not be an issue and that investigations are still ongoing. Is removing the obstruction from the adit likely to be the simplest solution?
We are continuing to investigate the exact location of the obstruction in the Fordell Tunnel. This work is complex because we are relying on historic mine plans, which are not always fully accurate. While removing the obstruction may sound like the simplest option, it may not be practical or safe depending on its location and the condition of the adit. We need to complete further surveys and investigations before we can confirm the best approach.
